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All those who 

exalt themselves 

will be humbled, 

and those who 

humble 

themselves will 

be exalted 

                        Pride, humility and faith 
                     - Why does pride come before a fall?                              
                                - what is real faith?                 

Introduction: 
Pride is the root of all sin, and humility the root of all success in life. If we 
want others to see how good we are, then they will openly or secretly try to 
shoot us down. However, if we only live to serve God and others then we 
will have great success. Joseph may have started proud but learned 
humility from the things he suffered. Wherever he went – a captive slave or 
in prison - he dedicated himself to serve others. 
 
Opposite ways to pray: 
To some who were confident of their own 
righteousness and looked down on everyone else, 
Jesus told this parable: “Two men went up to the 
temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax 
collector. The Pharisee stood by himself and 
prayed: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other 
people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even 
like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a 
tenth of all I get.’  
“But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would 
not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast 
and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. 
For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble 
themselves will be exalted.” Luke 18:9-14 
 
Jesus told this story to make us realise that we should never be confident in 
our own righteousness. Neither can we say that because we go to a certain 
church, or think we believe or do all the right things we are justified. No, at the 
end of the day, we must bow our knee and say: “God have mercy on me, a 
sinner”. Once we stand on the basis that we are nothing, our faith starts to 
work. Here is another illustration of this: 

The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” 

He replied, “If you have faith as small as a mustard seed, you can say to this 
sycamore tree, ‘Be uprooted and planted in the sea,’ and it will obey you. 
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“Suppose one of you has a servant ploughing or looking after the sheep. Will 
he say to the servant when he comes in from the field, ‘Come along now and 
sit down to eat’? Won’t he rather say, ‘Prepare my supper, get yourself ready 
and wait on me while I eat and drink; after that you may eat and drink’? Will 
he thank the servant because he did what he was told to do? So you also, 
when you have done everything you were told to do, should say, ‘We are 
unworthy servants; we have only done our duty.’ ” Luke 17:5-10 
 
This may seem to us a strange answer to the disciples’ request for their faith 
to be increased, but it illustrates the most important principle – that the more 
we regard ourselves as mere servants, the more we deny ourselves, take up 
our cross and follow Him, and the more that we dedicate our lives to Jesus 
and His Church, then the greater our faith grows. 

So faith is not some strange phenomenon, a weird force or something – it’s a 
tangible result of a life dedicated to serve the Living God and loving one 
another. 
 
Let’s look also at this amazing incident: 
Leaving that place, Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. A 
Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, “Lord, Son of 
David, have mercy on me! My daughter is demon-possessed and suffering 
terribly.” Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and 
urged him,  
“Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 
He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
The woman came and knelt before him. “Lord, help me!” she said. 
He replied, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to the dogs.” 
“Yes it is, Lord,” she said. “Even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their 
master’s table.” 
Then Jesus said to her, “Woman, you have great faith! Your request is 
granted.” And her daughter was healed at that moment. Matt 15:21-28 
 
A singular feature of this healing is that it was in response to a remarkable 
humbling of the Syrophoenician woman. Not only did she not react when told 
she shouldn’t receive the blessing due to the children of Israel; she was even 
willing to be called a dog for the love of her daughter.  
 
God doesn’t respond to our cleverness, or our supposed righteousness, or 
our wordy prayers. He only responds to the extremity of our love, our humility 
and our service. If we want faith, then the road to get it is to deny ourselves, 
take up our cross daily and serve Him. 
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The destruction wrought by pride; restoration by humility: 
“All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar….as the king was walking on the 
roof of the royal palace of Babylon, he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I 
have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for the glory of my 
majesty?” 
Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what 
is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar: Your royal authority has been 
taken from you. You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild 
animals; you will eat grass like the ox. Seven times will pass by for you until 
you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over all kingdoms on earth 
and gives them to anyone he wishes.” 
Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was 
driven away from people and ate grass like the ox. His body was drenched 
with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his 
nails like the claws of a bird. 
At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, 
and my sanity was restored. Then I praised the Most High; I honoured and 
glorified him who lives forever.” Dan 4:28-34 
 
Through this and many other similar examples God wants us to be perfectly 
clear of this principle that: 
“Pride goes before destruction, a haughty spirit before a fall.” Prov 16:18 
“Pride brings a person low, but the lowly in spirit gain honour. Prov 29:23 
 
 
If we want to be looked up to by others or thought well of, then the sure road 
is to learn to genuinely think of gifts, talents, wealth, etc as gifts of God and to 
take no glory for them.  
 
Peter says: Now that you have purified yourselves by obeying the truth so 
that you have sincere love for each other, love one another deeply, from the 
heart.

 
For you have been born again, not of perishable seed, but of 

imperishable, through the living and enduring word of God. For, “All people 
are like grass, and all their glory is like the flowers of the field; the grass 
withers and the flowers fall, but the word of the Lord endures forever.”

 

- 
Whatever we manage to achieve during our lifetime will come to nothing: we 

will wither like the flower of the field. We should concentrate on loving one 
another deeply, from the heart, not worrying about what people think of us, 
but concentrating on others and how to bless and serve them. 
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Conclusion: 
Pride in any form is not inside the walls of the Kingdom of God. If you are 
successful in an exam, if you win a game or have a beautiful baby, if you 
achieve promotion at work or buy a new car, the only correct response is to 
give thanks to God for giving you the ability or the gift. Search every page of 
the Bible and you will find no instance of any pride being acceptable and 
many instances of it coming before a fall and or humility resulting in reward or 
promotion. 
 
So let’s cry out to God for cleansing; let’s also cry out to Him for humility, the 
greatest gem.  
 
For further reading, Andrew Murray, the great South African preacher, wrote 
a classic book on humility; he said: 
“Humility is perfect quietness of heart. It is to expect nothing, to wonder at 
nothing that is done to me, to feel nothing done against me. It is to be at rest 
when nobody praises me, and when I am blamed or despised. It is to have a 
blessed home in the Lord, where I can go in and shut the door, and kneel to 
my Father in secret, and am at peace as in a deep sea of calmness, when all 
around and above is trouble.” 
 
AW Tozer, the respected American teacher, wrote a book called “Worship, 
the missing jewel of the Evangelical church”, and perhaps we should finish by 
saying that developing a spirit of worship is the surest way to kill pride and 
grow in humility. May we and all God’s people become more and more like 
Jesus the head, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, 
despising it’s shame, and is now seated at the right hand of God, ever living 
to serve us, His brothers and sisters. Amen. 
 
 
Memory verses: 

Luke 18:14 For all those who exalt themselves……. 

Luke 17:10 When you have done everything you were told to do….. 

Prov 16:18 Pride goes before destruction…… 

Prov 29:23 Pride brings a person low……. 

 
 
Songs: Here I am (Majesty); How can I say thanks (To God be the glory) 


